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BOOK RESUME: DIARY 
 
BOOK SYNOPSIS   
 
Misty Wilmot has had it. Once a promising young artist, she’s now stuck on an 
island ruined by tourism, drinking too much and working as a waitress in a hotel. 
Her husband, a contractor, is in a coma after a suicide attempt, but that doesn’t 
stop his clients from threatening Misty with lawsuits over a series of vile 
messages they’ve found on the walls of houses he remodeled. 
 
Suddenly, though, Misty finds her artistic talent returning as she begins a period 
of compulsive painting. Inspired but confused by this burst of creativity, she soon 
finds herself a pawn in a larger conspiracy that threatens to cost hundreds of 
lives. What unfolds is a dark, hilarious story from America’s most inventive 
nihilist, and Palahniuk’s most impressive work to date. 
 
REVIEWS AND PRAISE   
 
“Palahniuk has never sounded more like a latter-day Kurt Vonnegut than he does 
here . . . Life and art may not be that unfair, on the evidence of watching 
Palahniuk hitting his stride. ” —The New York Times 
 
“Madly inventive. . . . It simply, exuberantly, escapes literary categorization.”  
—Los Angeles Times 
 
“Palahniuk's pacing is impeccable. . . . He draws from a strange palette of worldly 
nihilism and supernatural conspiracy to paint a compelling portrait of the artist as 
an unwitting conduit of evil. ” —The Boston Globe 
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