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BOOK RESUME: THE CONFESSIONS OF 
NAT TURNER 
 
BOOK SYNOPSIS   
 
In the late summer of 1831, in a remote section of southeastern Virginia, there 
took place the only effective, sustained revolt in the annals of American Negro 
slavery. The revolt was led by a remarkable Negro preacher named Nat Turner, 
an educated slave who felt himself divinely ordained to annihilate all the white 
people in the region. 
 
The Confessions of Nat Turner is not only a masterpiece of storytelling; it also 
reveals in unforgettable human terms the agonizing essence of Negro slavery. 
Through the mind of a slave, Willie Styron has re-created a catastrophic event, 
and dramatized the intermingled miseries, frustrations—and hopes—which 
caused this extraordinary black man to rise up out of the early mists of our 
history and strike down those who held his people in bondage. 
 
AWARDS AND ACCOLADES  

• Winner of the 1968 Pulitzer Prize 
 
MEDIA AND RESOURCES 

• Henry Louis Gates, Jr., on William Styron and The Confessions of 
Nat Turner, Open Road Media (2012) 

• The Literary Battle for Nat Turner’s Legacy, Vanity Fair (2016) 
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